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What Is Claimed Is: 

1 . An endosseous dentkMinplanh comprising: 
a shaft made from a biocompatible material, said shaft having a distal end 

and a proximal end; 

an abutment-implant ^erface disposed towards the proximal end of said 

shaft; and 

a bone-tissue apposition^^oirfacegaf&igured to approximate the physiological 
contours of naturally occiuring bone-tfes^morphology. 

2. The endosseous denkl implant according to Claim 1, wherein said bone- 
tissue apposition surface has a scalloped appearance. 

3. The endosseous dental implant according to Claim 2, wherein the highest 
points of said bone-tissue apposition-'^tufkcesubstanti^ aligns with the interproximal 
areas of the bone-tissue, and wh^ein tie lowes^points of said bone-tissue apposition 
surface substantially aligns witii the buical and lineal area of the bone-tissue. 

4. The endosseous dental ii^jlant acclrc ing to Claim 1 fiirther comprising: 

a soft-tissue apposition surface coi/figured to approximate the physiological 
contours of naturally occurring soft-tissuelmorphology 




5. The endoijseous dental implAnt acfcording to Claim 1 further comprising: 



a means f( 



T connecting an abutment tdvsaid abutment-implant interface for 
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use in a two-stage procedure. 

6. The endosseoi^dental impIantWcording to Claim 5, wherein said abutment- 
implant interface has a substantiallj^planar upper surface approximately 90^ to the 
longitudinal axis of said shaft, and wherein said planar upper surface substantially surrounds 
said means for connecting. 

7. The endosseous dental implant according to Claim 5, wherein said abutment- 
implant interface has a contoured upper surface, aid wherein said contoured upper surface 
substantially surrounds said means for connecting. 
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8. The endosseous\dental implant according to Claim 7, wherein a lower 
surface of the abutment substantially abuts against said contoured upper surface, thereby 
providing improved lateral suppmt. 

9. The endosseous denml implant according to Claim 1, further comprising: 
an abutment permanently attached to said abutment-implant interface for use 

in a one-stage procedure. 
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10. The endosseous dephl imolant according td^ Claim 9, wherein said shaft and 
said abutment are constructed ir/m a single piece of mate 



1 1 . The endosseous dental implant according to fclaim 9, wherein said abutment 
15 has a substantially planar upper surface approximately ^0^ ti the longitudinal axis of said 

shaft and wherein said plar^ upper surface substantially surrounds a chimney. 

12. The endosseous dental implant\ccorying to Claim 9, wherein said abutment" 
has a contoured upper surlace and wherein said contouredupper surface substantially 

20 surroimds a chimney. 

13. A two-stage endosseous dental implant, comprising: 

a shaft madd from a biocompatible material, said shaft having a distal end 
and a proximal end; 

an abutment-iniplant intemce disposed^towards the proximal end of said 

shaft; 

a bone-tissue apposition surface configured to approximate the physiological 
contours of naturally occurring bone-tissue morphology; and 

a means for connecting an abutment to saidyabutment-implant interface. 

14. The two-stage endosseous dental implant according to Claim 13, wherein 
said abutment-implant interface has a substantially planar upper surface approximately 90° 
to the longitudinal axis of said shaft, and wherein said planar upper surface substantially 
surrounds said means for connecting. 

35 



30 




-9- 



CA I -200559.1 



PATENT 



15. The tw^r stage endosseous dental implant according to Claim 13, wherein 
said abutment-implant interface has a contoured upper surface and wherein said contoured 
upper surface substantialW surrounds said means for connecting. 

5 16. A one-stageWdosseous dental implant, comprising: 

a shaft made^om a biocompatible material, said shaft having a distal end 
and a proximal end; 

a bone-tissue apposition surface configured to approximate the physiological 
contours of naturally occurring pone-tissue morphology; and 
10 an abutment perman^itly^ttac^^ the proximal end of said shaft. 

X \ 

17. The one-stag^endopeous dental impldtat according to Claim 16, wherein 
said abutment has a substantially planar upper surface d)>proximately 90*^ to the longitudinal 
axis of said shaft, and wherein said planar upper surfaJe substantially surrounds a chimney 

/ \ IP 

1 8. The one. -stage endosseous dental implant; according to Claim 16, wherein said 

J /I 

abutment has a contoured upper surface and wherein said contoured upper surface 
substantially surrounds a chimney 

19. A twoi-stage endosseous dental implant system, comprising: 
a shaft made fi-om a biocompatible material^said shaft having a distal end 

and a proximal end; 



a bone-tissue apposition surface configured to approximate the physiological 
contours of naturally loccurring bone-tissue mOTphology; 

an abutment-implant interface^isposed^ towards the proximal end of said 
shaft; \ / * 

an abutment configured tp4ttach to said abutment-implant interface; 
a means foVqonnecting^aid abutment to said abutment-implant interface; 



and 
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a crown having a distal end configured to fit over said abutment. 



20. The two-stage endosseous dental implant system according to Claim 1 9, 
wherein said abutment-implant interface has a substantially planar upper surface 
substantially surrounding said means for connecting, and wherein said upper planar surface 
35 is approximately 90*^ to the longitudinal axis of said shaft! 

I 
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21 . The twJb-s^ge endosseous dental implant system according to Claim 20, 
wherein said abutment has a substantially planar upper abutment-crown interface surface. 

5 22. The two-stege endosseous dental implant system according to Claim 20, 

wherein said abutment has a contoured upper abutment-crown interface surface substantially 
surrounding a chimney, andWherein the distal end of said crown is configured such that at 
least the outside surface of said crown extends to and follows the contours of upper 
abutment-crown interface and/br the contours of said abutment-implant interface, thereby 

1 0 providing a narrow depth betw8^n,:afedistarBn<of said crown and naturally occurring bone- 
tissue morphology.. 

23. The two-stage endosseous dental implant system according to Claim 20, 
wherein said abutmen^implant interface has a contoured HHP^r surface substantially 
15 surrounding said me^s for connecting, and said contourea^ upper surface approximately 
matches the contow of the natural boi^e morphology, and jjlherein said abutment has a lower 



surface configured to substantially abut\said contoured UTOer surface 

/f 



rea lo suDstantiaiiy aout^aid contoured utoi 

_/ \ 



24. The two-stage endosseous^dental implant system according to Claim 23, 
20 wherein said abutment has a substantially planar uppe/abutment-crown interface surface. 

/ \ / V 

25. I The two-stage endosseous dental implant system according to Claim 23, 
wherein said abutment has a contoured upper abutment-crown interface surface substantially 
surrounding a chimney, and wherein the distal end of said crown is^onfigui^^ 

25 least the outside surface of said crown extends^to and follows the contours of upper 

abutment-crown interface and/or the contours of said abutment-implant interface, thereby 
providing a narrow depth between the distal end of. said crown and naturally occurring bone- 
tissue morphplogy. / \ 

\ 

26. ^one-stage endosseous dental implanttsystem, comprising: 

a sh^ftmade^om a biocompatible material, said shaft having a distal end 
and a proximal end; \ 

a bone-tissue apposition surface configured to approximate the physiological 
contours of naturally occurring bone-tissue morphology; \ 

an abutment securely attached to the proximal end of said shaft; and 
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a crown having a distal end configured to secure to said abutment. 



27. The one-stase 



; dental implant system according to Claim 26, 



wherein said abutment has^ubstantially pl^ar upper surface substantially surrounding a 
5 chimney, and wherein said upper planar surfi ce is approximately 90*^ to the longitudinal axis 
of said shaft. 

28, The one-stage endosseous dental implant system according to Claim 26, 
wherein said abutment has a contoured uppe- surface substantially surrounding a chimney, 

1 0 and wherein said contoured upper surface ap proximately matche|.the^ntour of naturally 
occurring bone-tissue morphology. 

29. Tf^ne-stoge^erfSosseous dental implant system according to Claim 28, 

wherein the distal ehd-of^d crown is configured such that at least the outside surface of 

\ 

15 said crown extends to and follows the contours of said contoured upper surface, thereby 
providing a narrow depth between the distal end of said crown and the naturally occurring 
bone level. 
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